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Teaching Friendship and Gender Equality:
Implications from Action Research

Wei-Ling Lin" Mei-Hui You™

Abstract

The article provides some discussion on the issues related to the
development of a curriculum focusing on friendship and gender. The action
research was conducted in two eighth-grade classes in a junior high school in
southern Taiwan. The curriculum integrates issues such as gender binariness,
gender expression and gender diversity. Data were collected from teaching
materials, classroom observations, students’ feedback, and interviews with
teachers and students, respectively. The findings of this research are as
follows. First, male students with effeminate traits are relatively unpopular
among their peers. Through exposure to the gender diversity curriculum,
students gained a new understanding of gender expression. Second, boy/
girl friendships are still troublesome for junior high school students, and
often characterized by confusion and difficulty in distinguishing between
heterosexual romantic relationships and friendship. However, through the
novel curriculum, students were able to adopt different perspectives on
friendship, focusing less on gender-stereotyped binariness and more on
values and the intrinsic benefits of friendship. Furthermore, in order to
address students’ misunderstandings surrounding homosexuality, teachers

must deal with issues related to homosexuality when teaching. In conclusion,

* Wei-Ling Lin: School Counseling Teacher, Luliao Taichung City Junior High
School

** Mei-Hui You (Corresponding Author): Professor, Graduate Institute of Gender
Education, National Kaohsiung Normal University
E-mail: meiyou@mail.nknu.edu.tw
Manuscript received: 2023.01.30; Revised: 2023.06.10; Accepted: 2023.10.06
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the authors emphasize that the value of this action research lies in helping
teachers solve the problems they face in this regard, and in helping students
to debunk the gender binary myth to develop their peer relations. The results
suggest a gender diversity curriculum is important and the concept of the
gender spectrum is crucial for students to learn. Due to the implementation of
12-year National Basic Curriculum, the authors also suggest teaching about
friendship can be associated with competence-based gender equity education.
Last but not least, enhancing teacher professionalism in regard to gender
equity education about friendship is required, since peer relations are critical
concerns for junior high school students. This research can provide educators

with insights into teaching about issues related to gender and friendship.

Keywords: friendship, action research, gender equity education, integrative

activities learning area
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Abstract

In this action research, the researcher examined her multicultural
management course aiming at raising students’ gender consciousness.
Through various instructional activities, students were encouraged to reflect
on gender issues encountered in their daily lives. The course purposefully
included a preponderance of content in the female voice to make up for its
generally insufficient representation in school curricula. This proved quite
overwhelming for a few students, who reacted with resistance to the topic.
In addition to instructional activities, data was also collected from students’
reflective papers and biographic essays depicting the life stories of their
female elders. The results of this study demonstrated that most students
could recognize that women are often treated unequally. A study like this has
pedagogical and research implications.
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Introduction

In discussing gender consciousness, it is essential to distinguish
between gender and sex first. While sex refers to the biological difference
between men and women, gender is more closely associated with the social
difference. Sex is determined at birth, yet gender role is socially constructed.
This means how to behave like a male or a female is a learned behavior
developed as one grows up and interacts in society. More or less, as human
beings, we are all confined by social expectations of gender. As a result, a
girl would be given a Barbie doll to play with, while it is not appropriate
to give a boy the same toy. A boy should be interested in toys such as guns
and robots. A boy is not expected or allowed to cry, while such behavior is
expected or okay for a girl. Fathers are expected to be responsible for the
welfare of a family by being the primary source of income. Mothers are
expected to cook dinner and do the laundry—all of these social expectations
of gender impact our lives, whether consciously or subconsciously.

The problem is that some of these expectations may mistreat a
particular gender or limit one’s potential. For example, as we may observe in
higher education in Taiwan, male and female student numbers remain quite
unbalanced in several fields of study. There are far more male students than
females in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). In
contrast, liberal arts and humanities fields are typically dominated by female
students. Are males born to be excellent learners of science and math while
females have no potential in those areas? Several famous female scientists,
such as Marie Curie and Chien-Shiung Wu, have proven that females can

do as well as males in the field, yet the STEM fields remain more male-
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dominant. The choice of majors seems to be closely related to one’s gender.
In other words, common social gender expectations impact both men and
women. To challenge gender inequalities, it is important to first raise gender
consciousness, i.e., to recognize the impact of social gender expectations on
behavior and social roles. This is the first step in achieving gender equality.
This action research study involves the researcher’s self-examination of
her teaching in a multicultural management course at a university in southern
Taiwan. Students enrolled in the course were mainly sophomores majoring
in Applied English. After graduation, they will likely work in different fields,
including teaching children English, business, and tourism. As members of
society, gender consciousness is necessary as it will help students to identify
situations when someone is mistreated due to gender. This study examines a
course that aims to raise college students’ gender consciousness. The results
of this study will help improve future curriculum design and instructional
practice. A study like this may also inform policy-making regarding gender

education for schools of various levels.

Literature Review

In Taiwan, gender education has received much attention since it
was listed as a significant issue in the General Guidelines for Grades 1-9
Curricula for Elementary and Junior High School Education, as declared
by the Ministry of Education in 1998. However, challenging the status quo
is never easy, especially since it was a pretty innovative concept back then,
and many teachers either did not know how to help promote it or viewed it

as the school counselors’ job (Wang, 2012). To promote gender education,
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many colleges (particularly teacher education programs) played a leading
role by offering general education courses to college students and pre-service
teachers. Wang (2012) conducted a study examining a course he taught
to understand its impact on his students regarding gender consciousness.
He found that the participants understood gender issues in depth in their
everyday practice and knew how to identify gender stereotypes and
understand, respect, and embrace gender diversity. Wang’s studies pointed
out that gender education did not have a very long history in Taiwan. Thus,
at the beginning, not many educators were aware of some gender inequality
practices common in schools.

The American Association of University Women (AAUW) presented
a synthesis of available research in an article entitled, How Schools
Shortchange Girls, which illustrated important gender equality issues in
schools that educators, administrators, parents, and educational policymakers
should be aware of (AAUW, 2000). Although the research was conducted
in the United States, much can be learned and applied to Taiwan. AAUW
(2000) pointed out that “teachers give more classroom attention and more
esteem-building encouragement to boys” (p. 190) and that boys called
out answers up to eight times more often than girls (AAUW, 2000). Even
as early as preschool, classroom activities and presentation formats were
chosen to appeal to boys more than girls. Additionally, school curricula
failed to include the experiences and contributions of girls and women
(AAUW, 2000). As girls do not see positive portrayals of women, this might
leave them wondering if any successful or positive female role models have
existed. This idea was supported by Varga-Dobai (2013), who pointed out

that, in children’s literature, women are often represented as the ‘other’
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characters. Such messages transmitted to young children could impact their
developing sense of gender.

Moreover, socioeconomic factors may interact to worsen the treatment
girls receive in school as they are confronted with obstacles such as
inadequate nutrition and lower expectations from teachers (Andrus et al.,
2018; Gorski, 2017). Gender inequality in school resulted in girls having
lower confidence and self-esteem than boys. Thus, girls were less likely
to pursue careers in scientific or technological fields due to a lack of
encouragement (AAUW, 2000; Starr & Simpkins, 2021).

In their studies of high school students’ math and science gender
stereotypes, Starr and Simpkins (2021) found that adolescents’ gender
stereotypes greatly impacted their math and science identity and
performance in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. For
example, information technology is a field where women are incredibly
underrepresented (Camp, 1997). This may be attributed to a lack of
confidence or interest in working with computers, commonly viewed as a
more manly job (Kramer & Lehman, 1990). Herring and Marken (2008)
conducted a study investigating how gender consciousness impacted
information technology students at five universities in the United States.
They found that gender consciousness tends to correspond to levels of self-
efficacy, i.e., self-confidence and ambition, for their education and future
careers in information technology.

To pursue gender equality, it is imperative to develop gender
consciousness first. Carroll (1989) identified three phases for gender
consciousness-raising. First, identify with women by acknowledging

common interests. Then, notice how women are treated unequally. Finally,
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recognize that it takes a collective effort to fight for women’s societal
position. Understanding the phenomena and causes of gender inequalities
may be later turned into a willingness to take action and make a difference
in promoting equality. After all, the problem of gender inequality is
structural; in every patriarchal society, gender power relations exist (You,
2014). Nevertheless, those with privileges tend to remain oblivious to social
inequalities (Mclntosh, 1992; Tatum, 2003).

Studies have demonstrated that efforts to promote gender education
have been made at various levels of school education in Taiwan. Sung et
al. (2014) examined the use of picture books to enhance sixth-graders’
awareness of gender equality to help students identify incidents of sexual
harassment. This type of safety education is particularly essential, as
elementary school children make up a large portion of sexual assault victims
in Taiwan. Sung et al. found picture books compelling and suggested they be
integrated more into gender education. Chang and Chen (2021) conducted
a study with middle school students. They found that students at this stage
already have a high level of gender equality consciousness and a low level
of occupational gender stereotypes. However, what is worth attention to is
the massive variance in accepting sexual and gender diversity. This implies
that students hold different perspectives on gender, which can be a source of
future conflicts.

Chang and Chen (2021) reported that female students hold a higher
level of gender equality consciousness than males. This corresponds to what
Lin and Huang (2010) discovered in their exploration of elementary school
teachers’ gender equality consciousness. They found that female, younger,

and unmarried teachers had more gender equality consciousness. Weng et al.

43



44

A EPREIRFH

Jeurnal ef Bdueational k
and Noltieultural Ressareh 7 25

(2013) also had similar discoveries when they investigated college students’
gender equality awareness. The study results supported the view that women
have greater gender equality consciousness than men. This study took a step
further to examine the effects of parenting styles and found that parenting
style can predict one’s gender equality awareness.

As demonstrated above, many scholars and researchers have devoted
their efforts to gender education. Several have focused on investigating
the level of gender consciousness, while others have examined the effects
of their practices on students’ development of gender consciousness. The
latter is what this study attempts to achieve, namely, to raise students’

consciousness of gender issues by offering a course.

Methods

This section presents the research methods of this study in detail. It
includes five subsections: design, theoretical framework, researcher’s stance,

participants and study context, and data collection and analysis.

Design

In this study, the researcher examined her multicultural management
course. It is action research, as the researcher is also the participating
teacher. Action research can be defined as the study of attempts to improve
the educational practice of participants using their practical actions as well
as their reflection upon the effects of their actions (Kelly, 2009). Being
engaged in a study like this, the teacher, as the participant and researcher,

would better understand her work and improve her teaching (Kelly, 2009).
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This action research adopted interpretive modes of inquiry and examined
descriptive data collected from lesson plans, observation notes, and students’
writing assignments. Its ultimate goal is to improve instructional practice and
curriculum design so that the course will be more effective in helping college
students understand gender issues. Such an understanding will encourage
them to respond more appropriately when they are confronted with gender

inequality in their daily life (Glesne, 2016).

Theoretical Framework

Critical theory provides the lens for this study. In the view of critical
theory, social reality is subjective and, thus, multiple. Researchers are value-
laden and recognize that research inquiry itself is value-laden (Ashely &
Orenstein, 2005; Creswell & Poth, 2018). The reality portrayed in this study
demonstrates reality seen through the researcher’s eyes. If another researcher
conducted the same study, he or she might view and present the reality
differently. Critical theory attempts to explain how we should live by asking
us to constantly reflect on the way we act and the language we use. For
critical theorists, reality is socially constructed, namely that it is constituted
by human practice, purpose, and will. By being aware of how reality and its
rules are produced, people can make greater sense of their life experiences
(Ashely & Orenstein, 2005).

The uniqueness of critical theory also lies in its concerns with power,
justice, and emancipation. It recognizes a variety of social and cultural
dynamics involved in constructing a social system, e.g., matters of race,
class, gender, economy, ideologies, and religion (Kincheloe & McLaren,

2000). The focus of this study is to help students examine their gender role,
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as well as how it shapes their life experiences. Aspects of critical theory are

detailed in this study.

Researcher’s Stance

As a female, I have been educated in Taiwan from kindergarten to
college and in the United States for graduate studies. Before teaching in
Taiwan, I taught multicultural education courses at the undergraduate
and graduate levels in the United States. Most of my students then were
education majors who took the required course to prepare for teaching in
increasingly diverse classrooms. I conducted the present study while teaching
a multicultural management course at a university in southern Taiwan. By

studying my class, I have improved my curriculum design and teaching.

Participants and Context of the Study

The participants in the study were forty-eight students who were
enrolled in the course on multicultural management. They were all Applied
English majors. Upon graduation, some intended to teach children English
at private cram schools at the kindergarten or elementary school level. The
others intended to go into other fields, such as tourism. I kept the students’
fields of study in mind as I designed the curriculum and tried to link the
multicultural topics to their intended professions. This was the first semester
that this course became mandatory. It is worth two credits, and this class
meets two hours a week. Mandarin Chinese was used as the primary medium

of instruction.
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Data Collection and Analysis

Data was collected over the first seven weeks of the course. The primary
data sources included the instructor’s lesson plans, observation/reflection
notes of students’ reactions in class, and assignments. Although a syllabus
was made at the beginning of the semester, the instructor’s reflective notes
completed after each class session helped modify the instructional activities
for the following week, demonstrating the small-scale action research cycle
of observing, reflecting, and acting (Glesne, 2016). A comprehensive analysis
of the data did not begin until the entire class section on gender was over. As
the instructor, this allowed me to distance myself from the data collection
process and view the data from a researcher’s perspective.

To conduct data analysis, I first familiarized myself with the data by
reading through them carefully. Then, I started initial coding by assigning
different codes, i.e., short terms, to describe various concepts in the data.
Another technique I adopted in the data analysis process was the constant
comparative method from grounded theory (Glaser & Strauss, 1967). By
comparing the new data with the existing data or codes, I could identify
their similarities and differences, which helped generate the categories that
describe what was found in the study. The two major categories of this
study were instructional activities and students’ responses. The categories
continued to expand and modify as more data was examined with the
constant comparative method. For example, the initial category, student
performance, may mainly focus on their reflective class feedback; however,
analyzing students’ biographic essays later, I found that many students

experienced personal growth as the semester progressed. They transformed
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from being naive to being more sensitive to various gender constraints.
Therefore, the student performance category was broadened to contain
three subcategories: not aware, beginning to think about it, and exploring

independently. The results of the data analyses were as follows.

Results

The multicultural management course examined in this study was
offered for the first time in this particular department and was offered in
response to an increasingly diverse society. As stated in its syllabus, the
objectives of the course are:

The course aims at raising students’ consciousness of being a

member of a multicultural society. Various teaching materials, such

as readings and films, will be incorporated in class to facilitate

discussions of multicultural issues we may face daily. Through

this course, students will reflect on their identity in different

frameworks, including ethnicity, social class, gender, and sexual

orientation. Hopefully, as they examine their value systems, they

will become more compassionate and be able to tolerate people of

different sociocultural backgrounds.

In one semester, this course attempted to tackle four major multicultural
issues: gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, and ethnicity.
However, class time was allocated unevenly among these topics. Seven
weeks were used to discuss gender, four weeks for sexual orientation, two
weeks for socioeconomic status, and two weeks for ethnicity. This study

focused on gender issues. This section presents how the curriculum on



PR AR [l 3R TF AR A M B B IR SRR T BT R ¢ A 6 KR K,

gender issues has been organized and modified based on students’ responses.

Instructional Activities

Various instructional activities were incorporated into this class,
including lectures, film analyses, and group discussions. Students were
encouraged to reflect on gender issues and share their thoughts with peers by
posting their writing on the course’s online learning platform. The content
and organization of the instructional activities are illustrated below.

Content: Readings and film.

Required readings (approximately ten to fifteen pages each) were
biographic essays of three female Taiwanese educators. In the articles, they
talked about their journeys of developing gender consciousness.

The film The Whale Rider was watched and analyzed in class. The film's
plot is centered on a twelve-year-old girl in a Maori tribe who struggles to
break the barriers keeping her from becoming the chief of her tribe. It was a
touching story that provoked many discussions.

Organization: Lecture and group discussions.

Class lectures were delivered in two PowerPoint presentations. The first
presentation focused on examples of gender inequality in our daily lives.
The second presentation introduced definitions of terms like patriarchy and
common gender stereotypes.

Students were grouped for discussions in pairs or small groups of
four or five. When put into groups, students were required to accomplish
specific tasks such as taking notes on their discussions, reporting the results
of their group discussions to the whole class, writing their responses on the

blackboard, or conducting peer-editing on their writing.
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Features.

The curriculum design blends traditional and non-traditional formats,
with lectures and readings being more traditional while film analyses and
group discussions being more non-traditional. Both traditional and non-
traditional formats are equally valued, yet, as the instructor, I believe it is
beneficial to students if various input is provided. Readings in this class are
not traditional textbook chapters but biographic essays, which are stories
capable of catching readers’ attention.

The use of film is another powerful vehicle for introducing the issue
of gender inequality to students in a subtle way. The film portrays the
experiences of fictional characters, and students must make interpretations
of the characters’ beliefs, values, and motivations. The interpretive nature
of this process engages students in examining their own beliefs and
simultaneously provides a shield that prevents them from direct exposure to
the issues. This dual feature makes film analysis less threatening, which, in
turn, encourages students to share their perspectives.

Many instructors feel they can no longer control the class when students
are in group discussions. Indeed, it is an act of sharing power, and it takes a
sense of trust for an instructor to implement such a format because he or she
cannot monitor each group’s discussion all the time. In a way, the format of
group discussions is close to a hands-on activity in science because students
can test their ideas by sharing them with others and receiving feedback. The
instructor can understand how students have performed in groups when they

report the results of their group discussions to the class.
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Student Performance

During the seven weeks of the course on gender issues, there were
various in-class activities and written assignments in addition to lectures.
Students’ input in class discussions and assignments demonstrated a journey
in which they gradually became increasingly aware of how their gender
had impacted them. Initially, students were quite naive in class, believing
gender equality had already been realized in society. Nevertheless, as the
class progressed, they became more aware of the unfair treatment of females.
Finally, they could explore the issue independently by interviewing a female
elder in their family. This section will illustrate the transformation that
students experienced.

Not aware.

Six of the 48 students expressed their unawareness or denial of gender
issues in their reflective papers. They believed that men and women are
pretty equal in modern society, so we should avoid getting stuck in the old
ways of thinking. Their evidence was that there is almost nothing women
cannot do now. Student N even claimed, “Women are advantageous and
sometimes treated better because of their gender. They enjoy ‘ladies first’
and can take maternity or menstruation leave. Men usually pay for the meal
when going out on a date.” For this group of students, valuing only the male
child is old-fashioned. They believed that viewing men as breadwinners and
women as homemakers is no longer common because young people think
differently, and many educated women are the breadwinners in their families.

Student C was honest about her feelings when discussing gender issues.

She said, “The feminist thoughts in the film made me uncomfortable. We
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should also think about the role of males in society and the pressure they
endure.” Such a feeling is natural. Gender stereotypes indeed hurt not only
women but also men. Still, we have to face the problem in order to tackle it.

Whether men and women are equal may be subjective based on each
individual’s life experiences. However, men and women are different both
biologically and socially. Biological differences are more prominent but not
within the inquiry of this study. Social differences are less noticeable and
often neglected. The purpose of the course was to help students become
more aware of the social differences between men and women, i.e., how men
and women are expected to behave by society. Raising such awareness is
essential for promoting gender equality.

Beginning to think about it.

As demonstrated in the majority of the students’ reflective papers, the
readings and the film The Whale Rider did stimulate students’ emotions and
reasoning. Students began to think about their status as a man or a woman
in their family and society. Some female students felt sad and angry. They
questioned the reasons behind the unequal treatment. They questioned
existing gender stereotypes. For example, student P mentioned, “I have
a part-time job. Whenever I made a mistake, my boss would tell me, ‘Be
careful like a girl,” or ‘How could you be so careless like a boy?” He had
some stereotypes as to how girls should behave.” A couple of students were
interested in an issue brought up in the reading that “a husband is typically
stressed over his wife’s achievements in career or education.” Student L said,
“If a wife earned more money than her husband, it would hurt the man’s
dignity. The husband may be looked down upon by his family and neighbors,

so the couple would then fall into arguments.” That a husband should earn
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more than his wife is a gender stereotype that commonly exists.

Another gender stereotype that affects students’ lives is housework.
Student S described, “I can easily identify with the readings because my
family has similar situations. My mother and grandmother worked in the
kitchen each Lunar New Year or summer vacation. However, the uncles
did not need to do anything.” Lunar New Year is a time in Taiwan when
people have a one-week vacation. It is a tradition for families to get together
on New Year’s Eve to have a reunion dinner. The feast may involve much
work; thus, preparing the feast may reveal the gender power relationship
in the family, as the female family members usually do it. Housework is an
issue not only during the Lunar New Year, as some must deal with it daily.
Student H said, “Mom says housework belongs to girls. Therefore, I do
most of the housework at home. If I were a boy, I would no longer need to
do housework.” Housework is an issue not only for young girls. Housework
follows them once they get married and work as career women. As observed
by student H, commonly in Taiwan, “After work, career women usually
have to prepare dinner for their family, but men usually can rest after they go
home.”

The film The Whale Rider inspired many students. The heroine, Paikea,
was only twelve years old, but she was able to fight bravely for herself like
many modern women who achieved great things in their careers. Although
the film was set in New Zealand, it still successfully helped students
examine their life situations in Taiwan. Several students made connections
to their own experiences. Student B recalled, “I refused to drink milk as
a baby. My great-grandmother told my grandmother that it was okay to

abandon me because I was a girl. Just leave me on the roadside. Luckily,
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my grandmother did not listen to her.” Because of her personal experiences,
student B can quickly identify with Paikea, the heroine of The Whale Rider,
as Paikea’s birth was not celebrated. When discussing the effects of valuing
only male children, as brought up in the film, student R associated with a
male character in a soap opera she was watching. That character was spoiled
and achieved nothing but had a wife with a successful career. Although it
can sometimes be painful to discuss personal experiences, student R could
share her thoughts about the issue by using the example from the soap opera.
Unfair treatment among siblings is another related issue brought up in the
film. Student G mentioned,

“I only have a younger brother. Recently, my younger brother

was going to serve in the army, so our grandfather gave him a red

envelope. It showed that my grandfather believed a grandson is

better than a granddaughter. I do not understand this.”

As brought up in the film, it hurts when one needs to endure unfair
treatment among siblings.

Exploring independently.

Toward the end of the gender sessions, students were required to
interview a female elder in the family about how she grew up, how she
and her siblings were treated similarly or differently as children, and her
relationship with other family members. Once the data was gathered, students
put together the information and wrote the story of the female elder in their
family. The final product was intended to resemble a biographic essay.

Most students chose their mother as the female elder to interview, while
others chose their grandmother or aunt. Their choices were mainly based on

the availability of the interviewee. One common theme that emerged from
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students’ biographic essays is their female elders’ education level. Eight
mentioned that their mothers only finished elementary or junior high school.
This was mainly because their family was poor. What is more, only the male
children were valued as in those families, some of which have four to seven
children, priority of the right to education was given to the male children.
Investing in the daughters’ education was considered a waste. As student E
stated,

“My grandparents valued only the male child. Girls needed to do

housework and work on the farm. Boys did not need to work but

focus on schoolwork. Therefore, no matter how much my mom
wanted to continue her education, she only finished junior high
school.”

Student A had a similar description of her mother, who had to do much
housework in junior high. Although she did well in school, her father and
brothers thought it was useless for girls to have too much education as they
would eventually get married and have children. Thus, after graduating from
junior high, she started working.

Student L analyzed why her mom did not continue school after she had
finished elementary school,

“My grandparents did not care much about how my mom did in

school. They believe being able to do housework is more important

for girls than doing well in school. This may be because they need

her to work for the family.”

Student T’s mother was another case who had to take care of her
siblings and the family business and sacrifice her education. Student T’s

mother only finished junior high, while her brothers were able to continue

55



56

A EPEIRFH

Joupnal of Bdueational ==
and Nultieultural Ressareh 7 25

their education to senior high. Unfortunately, the boys did not finish senior
high, either. Student T said, “It was because boys were so spoiled that they
ruined their opportunities.” In these cases, most of these mothers were in
their late forties or fifties. When they grew up, the budget of their family was
tight. While the resources were limited, they were reserved for male children.
Girls’ right to education was not considered as important as boys’. Therefore,
in addition to financial situations, parents’ values also play a crucial role in
the education level of their children.

Two students mentioned that their mother made it to vocational high
school despite their grandmothers’ opposition. Both cases received help from
either a friend or a relative. Student W mentioned,

My mother grew up in a family with four siblings. As the family was

not wealthy, my grandparents were against my mom to continue

her education after she graduated from junior high. Luckily, my

mother's uncle was willing to sponsor her as long as she worked

for him at his fish stand in the market.

Student W’s mother had a heavy workload: working from two or three in the
morning and again after school. In a way, she used her labor, working part-
time, to put herself through vocational high school.

In the students’ biographic essays, after the female elders got married,
they continued dealing with gender issues. Whether they could give birth
to baby boys determined their status in their husband’s family. Student Y
said, “My mother’s first child was a boy, which changed my grandmother’s
attitude toward my mom.” However, not all mothers were as lucky as Student
Y’s. Student J’s mother first had two daughters. “My grandmother blamed

her for not having a son. So, eight years later, she finally gave birth to a son.”



PR AR [l 3R TF AR A M B B IR SRR T BT R ¢ A 6 KR K,

Student D’s mother had three daughters and then one son. Student D said,
When she gave birth to the first three girls, my grandfather
(on my father’s side) never showed up. Nevertheless, it was
totally different when she gave birth to my younger brother.
My grandfather showed up with chicken soup; my dad kept her
company in the hospital the whole time.
Student K’s mother gave birth to four girls first and insisted on having a
fifth kid because she wanted a boy. Having a boy determined her status in
the family. Student K said, “My grandmother was very nice to my young
brother, but she often told me and my sisters, ‘You are girls, so useless. We

are simply raising you for others.””’

Discussion

The AAUW’s (2000) report demonstrated that school curricula tend to
exclude the stories and contributions of females. Such failures to represent
females tend to leave students with the impression that females are less
important or contribute less to the world than males. By incorporating more
female voices into the course materials and assignments, I, as the instructor,
strived to make up for the insufficiency of female representation in the
school curriculum. However, possibly because these stories of female voices
were too overwhelming, some students in the class may not accept looking at
the world from the female perspective as they resisted the topic.

Previous studies (AAUW, 2000; Bierema, 2003; Elder & Johnson,
1999) have demonstrated that gender inequality exists in the workforce and

schools, both of which mirror society. In this study, as participants were
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college students, they typically used personal experiences and family stories
to understand gender inequality. They sometimes supported their arguments
with news stories from the media. One unequal treatment they mentioned
about school was the curfew in the girls’ dormitory. Generally, however,
students’ reflections focused more on gender roles at the family level.

Mclntosh (1992) used the term male privilege to explain a system
of advantages and privileges that was conferred on the dominant group
(males in this case) at the time of their birth. It explains why many people
are oblivious to gender inequality. In this study, students were required to
reflect on their experiences and interview female elders to understand their
experiences. This process broadened their horizons as many could identify
gender stereotypes affecting their lives. The responsibility of females to do
most housework is one of them. When students continued to explore their
mothers’ life experiences, many found their mothers were also burdened
with housework. Sometimes, the burden was so huge that they were deprived
of basic education opportunities. As a result, they did not get a good job. It
caused a catch-22 situation.

Moreover, once these females got into a marriage, whether they could
give birth to a baby boy mattered as it determined their status in their
husbands’ families. Would they value their male children more? Perhaps,
and if they do, the fate of females is likely to be the same as their mothers:
very likely also victims of sexism. The internalized sexism of the mothers
made them believe girls are inferior to boys. Therefore, gender inequality
remains. It takes gender consciousness for a mother to act differently
from the previous generation. A similar phenomenon has occurred with

African Americans in the United States. Being devalued pervasively in the
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mainstream culture, some black people have internalized oppression. For
example, some would embrace white beauty standards and use that to judge
themselves (Tatum, 2003).

According to Carroll’s (1989) three phases of gender consciousness-
raising, most of the participants in this study may have reached the second
phase, namely, noticing how women are treated unequally. Students became
more sensitive about how they and their female elders were treated; some
were even able to analyze the reasons behind their mothers’ life experiences.
They seemed to understand that gender can be a systemic advantage at
work. Nevertheless, the frustration of not having an immediate solution held
them back from continually moving on to Carroll’s final phase of raising
gender consciousness, i.e., recognizing it takes a collective effort to fight for
women’s position in society. The class discussion on gender issues was only
seven weeks long. Although the class aimed at challenging students’ existing
perspectives and value systems, changes would take time. As a result, I did
not collect enough evidence to prove that the participants in this study had

achieved the final phase of gender consciousness-raising.

Conclusion

This study presents how a multicultural management course can be
organized to raise students’ gender consciousness. As gender inequality
is typically hidden in our daily lives, action research like this has helped
students foster sensitivity around gender-related issues. As the instructor,
I also benefited from this study, as the research process made me more

self-conscious about my instructional practice. In this study, I found that
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instructional formats involving students’ active participation are more
effective in this particular context. The discussion formats allowed students
to connect gender issues with their personal experiences and, thus, enhanced
their understanding. This study demonstrated that discussion formats
are practical even at an undergraduate level. In the following sections,
suggestions will be made for the implications for future practice and further

research.

Implications for Future Practice

In this study, I have tried to focus students’ attention on what happens
to women with examples and stories rather than emphasizing the theoretical
assumptions of gender issues. This was less threatening to students,
and they were more likely to be engaged in discussions. Raising gender
consciousness was the ultimate goal of this course. To do so meant to make
sexism visible in our lives (Bierema, 2003). Thus, students need to develop
the ability to identify incidents of oppression in life that may have been
previously invisible to them. In order to achieve this goal, I incorporated
various instructional formats such as film analyses and group discussions,
and I found that the students responded particularly well to instructional
forms such as these with hands-on elements. Fulfilling specific tasks, small
or big, excited them. For instance, after watching the film, I asked students
to work in pairs, decide which was the most impressive scene, and write it
down on the blackboard. They enjoyed such an activity as it involved them
both mentally and physically. They also performed well in their interviews
with female elders. More activities of this kind can be used to promote the

effectiveness of this and other courses.
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When discussing gender stereotypes, students brought up several
interesting points, such as females should not speak with profanities, and
males may go home as late as they want. Stereotypes like this can be turned
into survey questions, and students can talk to different people to collect their
views. It may help them decide how accurate or untrue a particular statement
is. Additionally, to help students read more critically, I may require them to
bring news stories about gender issues. In the process of searching for an
appropriate story and sharing it with the class, students would become more
involved in the class.

In addition to the class format, the class content could also be improved.
As Tatum (2003) pointed out, by examining our daily lives, we find several
systems of privilege functioning simultaneously, which include systemic
advantages related to race, class, gender, age, sexual orientation, religion,
and physical/mental ability. As gender is the focus of this study, other
systemic disadvantages are not discussed as much. The heroine’s or writer’s
socioeconomic status was only part of the background information in both
the film and readings. In the biographic essay assignment, some students
described the social context of Taiwan, where their female elders grew
up. For example, being unable to speak the Taiwanese language was one
phenomenon experienced by their mother’s generation. Gender issues cannot
be detached from the social context, and an introduction to intersectionality,
the interconnected relationships between gender and other factors such as
race or class, can help students further understand gender inequality. These

ideas could be incorporated into future curricula.
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Implications for Further Research

An action research cycle typically involves three phases: observing,
reflecting, and acting (Glesne, 2016). Within a time frame of one semester, as
in this study, the reflections done by the instructor in each class session did
help modify the course for the following weeks. This demonstrated a small-
scale cycle of observing, reflecting, and acting, yet the cycle is expected to
be extended in action research. Observing and reflecting on one semester
should impact the acting phase of the same course when it is offered
again. Similarly, in the second semester, the course will generate fruitful
observations and reflections, impacting the acting phase when the course
is taught for the third time. This cycle should continue. In other words, this
study can serve as a pilot study for a longitudinal study, which follows the
instructor’s progress in teaching multicultural management courses over a
more extended period of time.

In this study, students’ gender consciousness was determined by their
performance in class discussions and writing assignments. As a qualitative
study, this approach is appropriate; however, several other steps could be
taken to improve the study. For example, assessment criteria of students’
gender consciousness could be developed to determine their progress after
taking the course. The assessment could be conducted at the beginning and
end of the semester. Additionally, interviews with students will be helpful
in further understanding their perceptions of the issues. This would allow
them to clarify their thoughts, which might or might not be fully expressed
in the assessment. Students’ perceptions will not only reveal their gender
consciousness level but also provide valuable references for improving

further instruction and informing future research.
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Motivation to Study in Taiwan, Learning Experiences,
and Career Development of Southeast Asian Chinese
International Undergraduates

Te-Sheng Chang” Tsai-Wei Wang ~ Shang-Ti Chen™

Abstract

Due to internationalization and the Southbound policy, the number
of international students in Taiwan has increased rapidly in recent years.
Among them, Southeast Asian students are the most likely to come to
Taiwan to study. However, there is little scientific understanding of the
learning experiences and career development of Southeast Asian Chinese
international undergraduates in Taiwan’s higher education system. This
study therefore aimed to analyze the motivation to study in Taiwan,
learning experiences, and career development of Southeast Asian Chinese
international undergraduates. The research participants were four Southeast
Asian Chinese international undergraduate students, two of whom come from
Indonesia, and two from Malaysia. All were studying humanities or social
sciences at a private university on the east coast of Taiwan. To understand
their learning experiences and career development, four-year follow-up, in-
depth interviews were conducted. We found that the motivation to study

in Taiwan among the four research participants came from push factors
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** Tsai-Wei Wang: Associate Professor, Department of Education and Human
Potentials Development, National Dong Hwa University
*** Shang-Ti Chen: Assistant Professor, Department of Tourism, Recreation, and
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in their hometowns and the scholarships offered by Taiwan’s universities.
In addition, they all faced language barriers in their learning experiences.
However, each research participant developed a different career trajectory
because they all experienced different social interactions in their learning
experiences. This study also found that two of these Southeast Asian
Chinese international undergraduate students were more likely to fall into
the identity achievement status, the third was more likely to fall into the
identity moratorium status, and the last one was more likely to be in the
identity diffusion status, according to the categorization proposed by Marcia
(1980). Their career development was influenced by their personal social
background, family factors, motivation to study in Taiwan, language barriers,

cultural differences, and learning achievement.

Keywords: college learning experiences, career development, motivation
to study in Taiwan, Southeast Asian Chinese international

undergraduates, longitudinal follow-up
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SEAFEELE S ML RKESEHEES - BT i
&R A FIEEE B RS, » (H 8 2 oo M 1 B SR A o 4 7 Bl
ALURFEAY s2 2 » [E]— PR s A EOR By S H as B2t il
e R ERPEE N ~ BoRPEEEKE 5 BEENJE ~ B2k a B 208
KE - EHREAWMEHESI - WA T KRS, (horizontal
mobility ) -+ BURHEKPARIT B 22 0 B 4AAH B AR G 8l » 3R H Al
N EERE &L (regionalization) HYE G (HEE - BRI -
2015) -

Ry T EZE R R NP S FH 5 EHEE - 205 8 5 2004455
LLTAIEEE ~ 23kAA/E ) RAHEBOREE T - tEREA BB REY
B2 N8 - 201040 T F5tEE T BUREL T B SR | ST EINMESIE
BRI ~ SMNERAEATR WS [ S R e PR A R = (B
2011) < 20114FHRH AR et L A 2014 R E LAY R
CEEFRER AR EEEL7,50044 (FBEHED 0 2011) - MRUREREUR » REFusE
EREME RBFTABIE AR AT  SFTA B A EEER425% - 10252
SR EZ LAY R g no B2 A 22,4944 - F104E2F T LR T £28,550
fir » 2FREREES (BEH - 2016) - 2016FBUNFEHEH " #rEE
W AA S EHEEEE ) AR K E R EFF T2 RKE
BHELEHE (BB 0 2017) < ZRM > BIANE R ER A - Fial2
e 2 BIFRA - REFRZAEIEAIEE AR  WEguER 4 R ES
B8 PR A e K 25 2 B B BB S AT AV ZE A& ] 22 > (AR fE Bl
EEE T ZEE L A FAEE o FAISuinn (2006, p. 152) $HEFEE]
KEZETFTHEH AR “All Asians are not alike, all students within any
ethnic group are not going to be alike” o 5 EaR > SEEIAY AEEZ AT+
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BEIERAE s MEY A - I ERESU bR FE AR - Suinni@sf
FRAEZ  E— BIRSLEFMMTE CAERYBIR AL - AR
ARENBEBBECRME L s B2 BIfEERER R - FAEE
AAEER B S AN AR SR Y i B = SR A A R R - [ > SR
e PR AL RV R A RS R 7 B AT > IERA
HIEZ &AL -

fR¥ZErikson (1969) AYtL&L LRSI/ URFEE: - KRB IE R
FREE TR BRI B SR AR SR N PR Bl R R4 - IR E ST AN S TR
&y HETTHIRNE > ACBRMBCERE - il T#HEC > ST
RS - HEAMS - EILEE > BEFRAHHE B - [HE
HER AN EREE  BHESESAERENZEEH (Erikson,
1968 ) - [f B g o 58 7 B PR A AR 1R~ T2 T R IR 22 ol B 38
5] ? fAECR i A R R PR B 7 AR RS R () - (HR D5t -
5391 > Astin (1993) FERy RERAEALECHYELE BN R AR Bl 2=
NgfEA B g4 R AB R (involvement theory ) » 3% FH 5
iR TEA BRI RR ) B TIA L BREELAEANRES
5o RE > KRR AR RTHERERIE T B AIESEEAR
BRI TEEIIAR ~ T BUR - SUEBEERERE TR
AESTHIEA AARRTE ~ £00lr ~ A% - BB EEGS ST hEEE
FCAR o BB o HE o7 B PR A 2 S i S Y B L 22 T R B2 A N L
AV RS IE R R Ry (T 2 AP —2 0 3RaT -

[ BB P9 7 o R g e PR AR AH BRI 9% > AT IRBIE 2 A A
[F > BFge LB EIRZ TS - 40 ¢ peRKEE (2008) HY (CRE§LAEEAE
ABUAEIRE) ~ #REFE (2006) 1Y (FHUUEBIMEERZFAFEKR
BZW5E) ~ BUHERT (2006) Y (fRERIGTERHTEER EIE A ZH B
Zuge © RAME ~ AR - BIFRAE 7 —DUsEInE R E R B ) - HEFS
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¥ (2006) HY (HMEEAREM G IRFEATEEERE Z5HF5T) -
Lee (2004) Y (IMEAZERAEZWITE) ~ Zo0oRBESH (2016)
(AR R W B e 2 (B R 5T )~ sRIT & (2017)
(R R 24 BB AR 78 ) ~ BEFHEER D
(2019) (GRS AEZEREWNEZ HRIT) - DIRBIRAERZEY
527 A B R e B R B R - BRRER R ABRRE AR TS E
F (BEE - BIEF > 2010) - F A4 SR B B PR A B PR 22 8 & B
7= (Wang & Chang, 2016) ~ BEFRAE{EZRLEEZSUREFT Crik
2019) % - 241 - $HERE S BRI A SR SR B i A
R R E R Z - CHBRVIFNLZ A LR E 2R 4F I E
AR R E SRR AR E s - R EA R R A -
LIRSV ARENS > RBERNEERRIEE > Z2EALEES
T RE LB B SR TR S B — P B - MR AT RER R KRRV ER E B A
TSR - NIt - AT R S B R A 2B
SR TER RS - HRNRAEFAERR A RS - 5k
BE TR E R -

fRIZ_EHih e e SRS - AR EE AR =

— TR n S B R AR AR = R

= TR B EPE A A R R (R A R -

= R E R E IR AR EEE - EEERN RS E
LA -

Al > SCREER B

stEAME > AR AR EENER > AR
A4 RHEBEM B R RV IR A - H e SRR R B2 A B e AR T
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]S e i IR A A ® - L > AWFT e BRE A R AR S Y
MFE L BN ER - HOT RS A AT AR B S o AR BT PR A
REEECERHIMHRAVTIE - LUE R AT FEHYERE -

— HEBERAREETZERE

ol FHAEE (career) ? RN AEENE RS A —L PP
B STERAL ~ A~ 5 R EME TEARRNKEREENES
(Super, 1980) - [i#E (development) HYMRESAIZESE —THA &R H
Fregs (bAYIEAE - 451t - A )ESERE (career development) J5FE{E A ZERE
BORE HEATETT RS » RSB E LT AR A K > W
HEERERITENTEAG  HERZHEREZSRHRIEE -
MR REAR B —(ERr MY ~ Rty ~ BhRRMERY - DUR AT HUHIRY 38
JE2PEEE (Super, 1980) < Super (1980) fi¢ AHY—/ES5 A E A »
PR A E T S B T R REAE  E —EA— RS
TERCER 4G AT > IR AR R RS - e > el
AR T EBE AN BEETE  FE - BIENARARIA
8 o [ ARBHFE R RIS A AR kel WOy B A AR 58 (5 AL
NG (SRR > 2012) - gRAERREEEH » Lents
A (2002) j¥Bandura (1977) Yt &85 5 Kk HackettEiBetz (1981)
A4 B R RE R ES & 0 PR E BRI ER R (Social-Cognitive
Career Theory, SCCT) o fEHtE&aBAIEE T » HESUEEZ X H) ~ BIREN
B8 > B R RN EEEREN B RESE T - M ia s EiEs
WERERRAEEL B EHE  FIRERNAEREERNEE TSR IR
B IR A BT BRI RE L EE (Soresi et al., 2004) > [fj
TR B BRI AR B A SSBG R AR AR -

ERN AR RNNE TH > fESCCTEE T - LA ER A ES
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B RNZEFE Ry T AGRAIEETE ) B T {EASMEBTH , WARHER D
& NPEFI IR AL TS © HIRANAE - 45 RIS EL A - 5 FRAE 2 A
NSRS TARRE JrY B FeatAl - &5 SR AASE AR08 A — B E RV 45 R
AT BREI{E S - 1 B AR R A 2 ERS S 5 e HAR » WA E CHITT R
A5 [HEATH) (Wendling & Sagas, 2020) - {E ASMESIHAIERE « 74
A~ G > BRI e SR - (RS E K - 5 2 0 SCCTHE
s e IR E HONAE - 45 SRS B A A e B A R 5~ SE BRI ER
BRZMH A R A B AR BT fy > R AR R 2 B E A -

AR 1k S ol 0 B e A AR R B B o (AN T R SEARAS - H RN
RE - 45 SIS B AR MRV T RS o BIIME(E N & S B E s
AR&EHYRI 2R - FEAR T E FR AT RE R S P D & AT RE 2 PEBRERY 2R
TR SR SR EIH B - B g B E RS BB RE - M B HAE
JRJE (Bozionelos et al., 2014) -« {il ARYET 5 (AIPERFFE ~ MR -~ 7
B~ RO BUFRNZE (WAEE ~ BiRAVE R ) EEBaMATE
EHKERIVTR - 2B CE R B PO AR BLAE RIS (Hall, 2003) >
AT R B ~ SRR © 1TENERE -

AR ER R AERE  REEEHEREERER  FE%
FIEARNTERZZE > 68 0 BEREERGEE - HERHE - HAKHE
FERERZ > BUEREDRBAREBNES » HEA RFIVEIR
BE - et MR A E RS EEEE S - HEBENERA
IERHARE > i R ok H AR BRI DU R B RV R E - (HEHAERE
s HEABEAEBEEAGEZIEANEREZENEE  FHELE
ZAMERZFTE » 68 ¢ FAREERBRE (EBEEER)
AUt E SR (Wu, 2020) - FrDAARERST BIRR AR AV AR TSR I REAR » Bl
TR T A P HE A NAERZER ~ Fi@SMERZE » DU 3 2 TR
e
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s RBEEEEEAMHERER

em P REAERAF R RBIRER EENRE % &
JolE EHY R 2l R EA E R B A SRR AV EE) (FF5&E 0 2008) -
York (2008) 50 Ryb 7R E2 A=Ay AR ESERE - bR T PRETER AR AR ay e
G RS T R ArEEEE o BRAE NS SRR e E - H
oA B EFE (Sharf, 2006) - iE TP EIEIZR BB R AT EFHYEL
FrOUEAE » H R RIHELUR ARG A BB A Hn A T - 3£ (2003-
2004 ) gt RIY 204 [BU4F OB G R A B R AR M TIH ST SR
BARR—FIRN » BFENZEESBIIAERHERES - R ®
THIR B AR ARG - EAZRFEMUERR Z0E > TR
Ry B TE B A T AR A R E R AV AR B 88 » I S 4 A A o
I HIE R R EAEL -

554N » Super (1980) RERELAIEESL - FE RyIEEAEREBIRENE
BErpayEEsy - PP R R A NMEEE R H C TR - EERA
AETTED - WUIBUEE N - BB EEEE » (FHREFAVELEE o ZAT
REAERR 7RSI CHVAETEZ S A v 58 i R BN B A
S R EEHY ARG BRI - Erikson (1968 ) AIFI R KEEIFZE
ENETTEIERE RS (self-identity ) FYEERAH - EHEESRE
&% (identity crisis ) HYIEHA o Marcia ( 1980) $24&EriksonfYH5E - #2
i B En &R (1dentity Pattern Theory) - jRERERAATEE R 77
PCVORERRE @ (—) FEAAY (identity foreclosure) @ MEEHIIRE - A
e HIE  REFEBSGEHINEE  NEEE SRR ERE
R AR ROIEARKR G REBRR AR RZHF T - HOBE
Fogar 70 () RS (identity diffusion) : fEEFRIRE - M
EHEE AW EBEREK - NEEE SRR ERE - tE



TRAGHE ~ Rk pr bk [ kb TSR A R 2B B Y ER AR R IR

AR - WRAROSAEWREE R R - FIEER R B —RKE
—X; (=) FEAR! (identity moratorium ) : A HIFE - frEE H
R EREEARRITE - RN GRS S » THESFTREVEE
BRI BEAERE S AL HEREE T s () E
[@%Y (identity achievement) : HHEHZE » AHEE HE  HIES
DUEZIE EE MY - THESFENRERE &R ZEAFT&
BAE-FHBERL - HREKCTHRE WA E R SIIREE -
VOFEARRE - bR 7 A R pliohdi G o HERR RS ~ RE Efﬁ’_ﬂ%
BN RSE - AT LAMarciafr i Y H 4 & E A 5y (Identity
Pattern Theory ) {F R¥Raf R EERUEE < 5- e or 2 oy B P A HL AR R S8 e R e
ZFEHE -

[
4

BUFRE R E MR MR R

BRI A E i A R 2 T R PR A R B i B2 2 A R 5 e PR AR Y AH BRI A
9T o WL ER O S IR B R A SR E L EE AR R SR - AR EAE B R
P e AR 2 7 BN P A B (G A A 22 B A B Y A B SRR AR AR B 7% {2
4 o

(—) BIFRERERBOVEIE

MazzarolBiiSoutar (2002) 4 5+¥FEFEFEMTEIRE H1RIVIEKA -
fet " HE—HL ) HiER (push-pull theory) - DURFEE]MR AL AR B IR HLA
E W 2B R Y A A AR E W A - IR — I BIEANS
(home country ) HYELEIAE R ~ AR SR RATKY: ~ FHEEE
FISLEREEE "#, (push) AYRIZE ;5 M EZE] (host country ) £H
EA BB RO K ~ FIRHE 2 PRV AR5 aE ~ SO LEss ~ S5 SR
MFPRGE R BIR AR HEREDRE ThL, (pull) AYRE - HB@EEL%
B MR By LB R B AU 4 B B R A = (IR EL > B (EPEEL
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S RV AR B A EAE B R R > IEPE Bt 2 2 B ER

% Ui WRERATEE - —HIREELERE - s A PR ®
BRERHIGEE "HTT, - RERHBER Z1E 0 EAS =R - B
PR - HEREEHVER - ERBT SIS - SPRHVIRE - SRR -
AIEESE - 2EER - BESEIRLAGHES —EEZT T, R’
2 (IRPE - R8s - 2014) - [RE > BIPRAEAEREIREBERAE
e EARETH i, RERFTEE AT - A5RIT 2 (2017) HY
BgE - SRR3R B R re ma Y FR A4 - SRR M MRk = B S 3
FRESZEIRERRY - 2EIATERGHRE R - 28 A2k
W (BEIRSEASRGRMERE) » EEREHZE - ARG EEE
o FRMREEERNE -

ERRE G REZRERE > DR EIEE RS A
RENHRZRES ¢ 1. BESAEELEMBEEREE 5 2. 2EFEEIT I
I MATE CHIEEE 3. EEEREURNIER © 4. Egﬂ%%% 5.
REBUFLL TR ) ST AEEFIIEAN - HEUERE]
TEEAIR & - FrblsEEkE st (ZEH > 2019) -

i ENfE f& A AR Bl sl RS2 R S AR > B T R SR N &R
"HEEEECR ) - (REBATIZERES - THAIEEEEEEIER
Aeh > B2EMAHER > HOREBELEFFEAZEBNEIINE 28
SRR - MREALUGEEEFRF > ] UBREREEHRAE
BHIYREHE > BREES AR - BRRHEZIRE] - A AR R E]
[EEHAE T T ZEEN (BIZE > 2014) o A0S LE FRINES A
REEIR S AR PE s HIEN e fE A AR s R VAL T - FTLIE T S &
B PE AR H B B SR B 1R IR A > 111 B SR DA R B B B SR R (R R R
BHPAENHININE - ZHAEPEMME Y 2T L - EiliE
B H R AR BB S -
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(Z) BIREAESMBNEBIER

EBIEEERREE a5 BRI = (ERE 7 HEsE S R
Ak F A EE > E =S - &FEZEMHE2% (Gorbunova,
2003 ) - Wilson (1991) #f5HERELBZEHEZ$7 (international
faculty) #73R - BIFEZUR B SEIN Z(EEERE - RIS A

(linguistics ) ~ Z{BEAC#E (interculture ) DL ZEET7%4 (pedagogy )
HEZAWilson I FE AZET B 2 48 B Iy F - aRE _LAVEE S MOV BRER]
BRI TR E A R AMEE - AN@EHFEE T - WilsonfiTig K Y
e UL REEE ERYPREL - 1B = (1 m LAY R R R 2 A A
ERBETH R 5~ SUEARESAER - &E 5% A MR AR
iy -

B4 7 R B P A A 2V B 0 e AL A 2 fee U T R ST - SR
TE N (2003) $HESAIRETniE 2 iseat - B4 S k=8
FLE2 - (HEESIREIAT S EsREE AR T BN EAIET - S HEIER
T2 2R AR AR VST A FThR s - Lee (2004 ) FHE498( HIFEA %%
W BIMEAREMEANRE > MEEGRAIREE S > AE L ERER
D Bl ~ R—RARZIREAR S EERE - e (2006)
HIRFEIE Y - BSR4 INRLER R ~ sEERET) ~ Ube REERER I
PRZ A R - (BB R A g E B e oL L T g E b
o WA SR AZEEMAREATE - PhamFE A (2017) AYIHSTHES
o BIREFEEIR A > Hp SOy E SRR 5L M ERE Ry ER
TR A T SOK A B B AR BRPAER A iy o SRR At PR Y
EEAREEAE - WuldPeng (2017) ST RE 16/ EHPEE
ERVHEEM G - PR SR EIR A Y E R SRR
% - SongE A (2017) HYBHSE/NMEH - MEsmEESEE b - 3% LB
Al b TROOR S R B R 2 A e B R B R 8 - [T Collins S A

79



80

A EIREIRFH &

Jeurnal of Edueational
and Multieultural Ressareh > 28 #1

(2016 ) 58 [F]ERFA A= HYRRTR 2B 5 8 H ARSI e R 2R B s B 2 I A
MEHEREE IR LHRE BN R E R 5 /KA IR
(A

PRAEZFEER L (2019) WIFTMR R AR SR B2 AR - 3830
i = A iR B PR AR AR R T AR S AT ] o ELRR A
NG [E] o A (o P 2 A A R S 8 — £E Th 3 > (HE 2 e - H&
EBHERT A B S EIEEAEREAE B AN E - MEHE

(2007) FhsOfrEIFRARIMT eI > Bl AR RIIFR KB &5 EHE
RO R « ATERIRR OB AV - (gAY R
F o HBEIFEAERESE EEEFEBEHEEME R - fAEE

(2013 ) $T3 {7 B pe oo e 37 T F SN R AE BT FE AT H - BUFR AR
HEARE -~ KEEREERESERAPELEENHE 508
& HERCUEEZRITANEES ~ SRR A IEERGE -

R _EAAHRBENTZE - BIRR A SR =2 ER - ThI bR R Y P REAE 1 5
SR BSU bR RGN BE - AR EATEERNE - st
R B A AT e 2 B A 22wt BT 9 B2 0 A B L A S Fre e 8
MEREL > TCRETI A REE W 2B ML - A RERIIE2E
B oEM (D) FICIEIPRAE S oy RSN 2=0E > o A 22 E N A T A
AYBRE SR 2 NI > T AR S B PR AR AE B A R ER A - 0] 2K
RS E AR A e g et =5 - [ERHEET -

2~ W T

BT R RIS e B E R AR B BRI TR AT
PRACETSUBHIDIZE - DSBS B AN (WIBMIL) s
B BT S BLE » ST A B A — AU B
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TESEERE o AWIFELAREE Rt HgE - [NAE 2 — R A A Bt (7]
HOMt AEZFEAS Y530 (Kellas, 2017) -« {J AU —FEAE
{8 NS TGP R RV AR E A NSRS E O
o > BRI (A RS L2 (McAdams, 2008) - B HE AT
St H (narrative storytelling) HYPYZA DL TSR AT A A T ARH S
FEANZOMES « EEHEEE R U5 (Lieblich et al., 1998) © L1
RIS - BRI AN E R RIS AT o

—  MEZEEGN

AP ERSEBF T S8 > RUEERTR © (—) R
EWEIRAE > K T2 MR R AR EERE 2 KRB SR TE
REEFE S > EAREERERRNBENARSEHFE © (Z) BAX
St G ER R T - NHEE AT OCEREARE - B A SRR
R% 0 (=) BEERPAEIHES AN -

R TR BRI AITME - AU DA ZE B A fE i, » SRETH AR
R EREVHEF TAF - W ECKEE & (F AV o 35 B R 4 2 BB
gt EECRFERR - DIRI(r 3% 6 2K rg an KW (7 ENFE FE 3 e B IR 22 4
FERGIFRSEE - fit (4h) MI7A0E - (g ERESE > KEBKE
mVE D (B%) BREEENGE (b)) + ASCBEREZE » KHE
HAepanery s as ({b%) BIRBEEIRSIE (%) - ARIbT7ESH
FHEATBEMAMNRIFTR - HRUSH > WUbtRSilE S aEeE
57T - LUT R A I = =

gor CREME > 20~235%) FE/NEEEE AL sELARA R RS T
H & $EE - NSRS - ISR - 1 B2 2SR
REEZAARHEERBE SRS REREERE - HIFAREEE
HEASZEER > RKEREFETGEFERM & - B2ERETTH
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=1

MERHERAERIHE
et TR HE Bk AEEE Fi& JE=iES
oo L =3 FE 2k B &4 HEER EBREE
EIE ] = HIg S HEER BEREE
Y] L & Ak pEER B AR NICERL BRIEE
= 5 = HIE EijeS NCERE B

SR GRORER SRR YIRS - S0 R B T B o {H R H = FEREY
o WEEEEEE CETERE EAYRRIDR -

e (RER4AEE > 24~275% ) SRS B HREL IS AT RERE SR
ARFEE NS - R G ekE s B SRR AE R R HIERY
MHEIRE 2 TAF - EGEEREA TS tHIEERE - gelingd
K > ARIUBHES P A EN - kERT G ERNEE P LEE
OV - FERENRETTH > BRI HCEEETEFEEYE - 828H
T > HRBREHERER - FEg/EHREREENVE AR -

g (CREBASE - 20~235% ) ZEIRPERAVEIE - HARBYE
ZEHE > WNIAERE - ERIRIERESNHREREENE -
PRIEE BN EE S Y SR A SR A S A s _ERYBR ) - (H RIS 4 SR EY
RS - RS ERER - FrDL TIRE T ) B JLEE E
= o BIESIEEESL - ERERERPSONE - K T ERFRE > X
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Investigating Strategies for Implementing the
Early Childhood Education and Care Curriculum
Framework in a Montessori Preschool

Su-Chen Chang’

Abstract

The 2017 announcement of Early Childhood Education and Care
Curriculum Framework (ECECCF) was the impetus for voluminous
research into theme-based and project-based curriculum. This multiple-
case study research aims to understand the current situation, experiences,
and difficulties in implementing the ECECCF encountered by teachers
in a Montessori preschool, with the ancillary aim of developing suitable
strategies to solve the identified problems. The findings reveal that practice
paths of preschool teachers using the Montessori-based curriculum are
characterized by trying to ‘learn from doing’ and cooperative management,
while striking a balance between conforming to ECECCF policies and
adhering to their own opinions about best practices. Moreover, preschool
educators expressed a belief that implementing the ECECCF allows them to
expand the definition of the curriculum, and further construct a Montessori-
based educational viewpoint with contemporary significance, comprising
specific language that can bolster Montessori preschool children’s learning
performance and the reconstruction of a mode of guidance to nurture their
problem-solving ability. Problems encountered are identified as lacking
subjectivity in terms of “thematization of Montessori-based curriculum” and

unlearning in terms of examination of the connection between the purpose
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of Montessori materials and learning-indicators. This research develops
methods through which Montessori-based curriculum preschool teachers
charged with implementing the ECECCF can reexamine and renegotiate the
spirit and connotations of their own Montessori education, while correctly
understanding the ECECCF. This allows them to link routine activities and
daily-life education, strengthen the dialogue about the two theories, grasp
the myriad connotations of problem-solving ability in the cognitive field,
develop inquiry-based teaching activities, and find the learning performance
of children under a Montessori-based curriculum as they aim to inculcate the

children’s basic skills.

Keywords: Early Childhood Education and Care Curriculum Framework

(ECECCEF), preschool educator, Montessori-based curriculum
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AL EER A ERAR B A SRAR B A BURCR [FI YV BUER B #ES
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W E S > RN E 77752 THI#% T (Montessori, 1964 ) -

3. By ik

SRR AT 42 K B BRI ERRE b8 - BEAMSIEFR
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o2 | TEEREAZEI N BT RS [ EHEBE RGN EASHEY © B
Bl A& DR BR L SR - (W B BB A 2R E AV R, - (i B e
PN e 3 L B8 B 4 R 1 P 75 B g S 00 M Bk R RS BEA L - R B BR A
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R AR Pt B S B S I T TR, ST T 0B
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&L SRMEAYEH

By 52 E FREMAL SR RARAEYN LY HiEBA
By E BRE BT BT RERAGRER S Bk
AR ER B R BRI R R
75 RIARAE XA E I RIARL L L EBE it
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T BRI R EE THRAZ TS FEEEAXE
FHUIRIE SR 5 AL B i E 280 0 SRR 5% B FIHIERRGE - wif§Eisner
(1992) fiE @ EMIPREMIEAZE—EERZ » BEEE2EE
BRIV - SRR FIRYERE B P SR 0 [FER A R — 8
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RIFEERE T 5E% - B EEZE - 7y B EE o B > 55—
57 TR B EE S R AR R U A B ORI N BRI SR - T ol sk L R R
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A RIS N B W B RS RAHIRESR © 56 8 R2EE 800
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EREN - B ORARS A B S B ER R A M TR e B

EHA

AW FEER 2 E B R ME ATy D7 ST (RIS, > 2020) - 55
—HR o Ry &K bl 1| B ER R B RS 51 SR PTG Y DR - B 45 R R EAVAE
R (EEARELZ PR AR - SR AV EIR ¢ s By
FERBRAVE > RSB IR IR A BRI e B R EAY T3 DA
ZUEERGENNER - BEER ZRERNEERERE - EERCL
F LU SRR A S A 2R R S R o SR - FEAE BTk
e~ AR G UE PR R AV EIH - WE B REANE
B T2 AE T (5RZ555F > 2010) -

T2 B 7SR T LI A4y T AR L - S T 8%
1y BB ARLL T8, BT - BREIRIELL T AV TET
FH BRI ) TR0 Bl #2/20190720/EBGR K ©

h -~ R wE

KU HETRIFR A MEZE B E TS - PO EARIME DL T A fa
HEAER] (Measor & Sikes, 1992) = DARHE fy T AEHY5 M S BB WIS
BLEAY - AL T &S HIRYEE  (informed consent) FAASEAHIIFEE
F NEREEREPENREESEE RSB R ERUR
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(2014) HYERMEFEET 0 HP TAFEBCREER C RAVEERE
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HBETH - A B HEEEERUERENZEER AT HE S -
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FIEMERAZ A &) RE— - BRIk A 8 &8 R OITTIEEEIR
2 EMSEIRY AR B L R A T MR RENER - "% T
FFRMEETIFHSE BT rodr ~ (FF) BB - ARTE A K1 2] S AR
A RET A (F4/20190720/{ERFIGLEE ) o " RABFRBUTHRE
BANBIF  EREALTARMY B TASTREEABARE ) (K
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