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Instructional Action Research on Social Skills  
Curriculum Integrated with Pivotal Response Training 

for Children of Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Chiou-Huei Chen*  Li-Chuan Chung** 

Abstract 

Pivotal response training (PRT) emphasizes natural situations and 

enhances childrenôs motivation to help them acquire core skills, which in turn 

has a positive impact on other behaviors (such as language, social interaction, 

cognitive ability, etc.). Thus, the researchers designed ñsocial skills 

coursebreakfast dateò on the basis of PRT. A total of 16 teaching action studies 

were conducted on three elementary school children with autism (ASD). The 

analysis of qualitative and quantitative data showed that ASD lacked the social 

skills of breakfast stores, but showed a trend of steady progress in the course 

implementation. Although there was a slight decline in learning performance 

in the special situation and the transformation field, as a whole, ASD can have 

positive learning performance and stimulate other positive behaviors such as 

language, interaction and imitation. In conclusion, we offer some suggestions 

for PRT integrated into the social skills curriculum based on the results of the 

study. 

Keywords: natural setting, social interaction, motivation, regular class 
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